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Monday, 6
th

 October 

 

  

• Brendan Greally  

Massachusetts Technology 

Collaboration  

• Colin Donnelly 

Massachusetts Life Science 

• Ben Dobbs  

Massachusetts Broadband Institute 

Massachusetts Technology Collaboration (MTC) 

Using an innovative, stakeholder-led process, MTC have been implementing this visionary “cluster development” 
approach to economic development.  The Innovation Institute supports industry-led growth initiatives in the digital 
economy, including big data, digital gaming, mobile communications, e-commerce, robotics, marine sciences, 
advanced manufacturing, and more.  Projects, initiatives, and strategic investments in key industry clusters 
throughout all regions of the Commonwealth are creating conditions for continued economic growth. 
http://masstech.org/ 

 

*Only ERNACT delegation attending 

this meeting* 

 

 

Massachusetts Life Science 

The Massachusetts Life Sciences Center (MLSC) is an investment agency that supports life sciences innovation, 
research, development and commercialization. The MLSC is charged with implementing a 10-year, $1-billion, state-
funded investment initiative. These investments create jobs and support advances that improve health and well-
being. The MLSC creates new models for collaboration and partners with organizations, both public and private, 
around the world to promote innovation in the life sciences 
http://www.masslifesciences.com/ 

2 Center Plaza Suite 200 

Boston MA20108 

Brendan  
+617 371 3999 x210 

Massachusetts Broadband Institute 

The Massachusetts Broadband Institute (MBI) is working to extend affordable high-speed Internet access to all 
homes, businesses, schools, libraries, medical facilities, government offices and other public places across the 
Commonwealth. 

Governor Patrick and the Legislature created the Massachusetts Broadband Institute, a division of the 
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, when signing the Broadband Act into law in August 2008. The Act gives 
the MBI the authority to invest up to $40 million of state bond funds in necessary and long-lived infrastructure 
assets, such as conduits, fiber-optic cable and wireless towers. 

The MBI built the MassBroadband 123 network to expand broadband connectivity to over 120 communities in 
western and north central Massachusetts. MassBroadband 123 is a critical component of Governor Patrick’s 
initiative to extend broadband access across the Commonwealth. The network will provide the necessary 
broadband infrastructure to foster economic growth, improve health care and education, and strengthen public 
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safety. 

As the state entity for broadband mapping and availability, the MBI is collecting, verifying and mapping detailed 
information about the current levels of broadband availability in Massachusetts. This information is vital to 
leveraging new investments for expanded broadband coverage to the unserved homes and businesses throughout 
the state. 

The MBI is also managing broadband adoption programs for veterans and small businesses. The 
MassVetsAdvisor.org connects Veterans and their families to the resources they need and make the online access of 
Veterans’ services more streamlined and effective. The MBI is working with the state’s community development 
corporations to provide technical assistance for small businesses and non-profits interested in integrating 
broadband use and computer ownership into their organizations to grow and create new jobs. 

http://broadband.masstech.org/ 
 

 

*Remainder of delegation meet at 

Mass Tech offices* 

 

2 Center Plaza Suite 200 

Boston MA20108 

Brendan  
+617 371 3999 x210 

Mass Technology 

Is an innovative public agency working to support a vibrant, growing economy across Massachusetts. Our strength 
stems from partnerships and industry insights. They develop meaningful collaborations across industry, academia 
and government which serve as powerful catalysts, turning good ideas into economic opportunity within the state's 
burgeoning technology sector. They are: 

- Fostering the growth of dynamic, innovative businesses and industry clusters in the Commonwealth, accelerating 
the creation and expansion of firms in technology-growth sectors; 

 -Accelerating technology use and adoption, helping ensure statewide connectivity and promoting competitiveness; 
and 

 -Harnessing the value of research by supporting and funding research initiatives, and encouraging greater 
collaboration with industry to help bring ideas to market. 

Through their Innovation Institute and major divisions, the Massachusetts eHealth Institute and the Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute, MassTech is fostering innovation and helping shape a vibrant economy 

http://masstech.org/ 
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• New Boston Cambridge Innovation 

Center  - meeting with Stas Gayshan 

 

New Boston Cambridge Innovation Center  

More Startups Than Anywhere Else On The Planet. CIC started in 1999 with a vision and a simple idea: “Startups 
make the world much better. We can help them by setting up and managing their office for them so they can focus 
on their business.” We believed we could do that better than anyone else and we set out to prove it. Since then, 
more than 1400 companies have chosen CIC as their home and many have gone on to prove their value to the world 
as startups. More than $1.8B of venture capital has been invested in companies that were headquartered at CIC. 
We now house over 600 companies, most of them startups, and we haven’t stopped making CIC better every day. 
Along the way, the entrepreneurs at CIC taught us something very powerful. If you’re an entrepreneur doing 
something that hasn’t been done before, who can teach you how to do it? Nobody. The best you can do is to learn 
what you can from fellow entrepreneurs, mentors, advisors and investors. This is what entrepreneurs at CIC have 
done over the years, and are doing extensively today. With hundreds of great entrepreneurs in one campus 
environment, there is no better place to build a fast-growing startup than CIC.  
http://cic.us/ 

 

Delegation for LOWELL  

Mayor Clr John Campbell 

Seamus Neely Donegal County Council 

Michael Heaney Donegal County 

Council 

Paul Hannigan LYIT  

JohnAndy Bonar LYIT 

Patsy Donaghey COLAB 

Mayor Brenda Stevenson Derry 

Kevin O’Connor Derry City Council 

 

Collect overnight bags at hotel - Bus departs from Boston Park Plaza to UMASS Lowell 

 

• M2D2 Project 

• Centre for Irish Partnerships 

• Chancellor Marty Meehan/State 

Senate President Therese Murray 

Meeting 

• Lowell City Council 

 

University of Massachusetts, Lowell 

UMass Lowell is a public university committed providing an affordable high-quality education. For more than a 
century, UMass Lowell has been preparing students to work in the real-world, solve real problems and help real 
people. The University began as the Lowell Normal School, a teaching college founded in 1894, and the Lowell 
Textile School, founded in 1895 to train technicians and managers for the textile industry. Over the next 75 years, 
both institutions extended their offerings to meet the growing needs of the region. Lowell State and Lowell Tech, as 
they were then known, merged in 1975 to form the University of Lowell. The campus became part of the University 
of Massachusetts system in 1991. 
 
http://www.uml.edu/ 
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 M2D2 Project 

 Centre for Irish Partnerships 

The Center for Irish Partnership fosters collaborations and partnerships with educational institutions in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland across an interdisciplinary spectrum including the social sciences, the natural sciences and 
engineering, the humanities and health and education fields.  
 

http://www.uml.edu/international-programs/Irish/default.aspx 

 Chancellor Marty Meehan & State Senate President Therese Murray Meeting 

2 PM: The bus will arrive at Marriott 
Courtyard for check in. 
 
2:30 PM: The bus will leave the 
Marriott Courtyard for M2D2. 
 
3 PM: The bus will arrive at M2D2 for a 
tour / lunch. 
 
4 PM: The bus will leave M2D2 to 
University Crossing. 
 
4:30 PM: Bus will arrive at University 
crossing for a reception with Senate 
President. 
 
5:30 PM: Dinner will take place. 
 
7 PM: Bus will leave University Crossing 
for Marriott Courtyard. 
 

 

 

 

Lowell City Council 

The City of Lowell was founded in 1826 as a planned industrial city, and incorporated as a City in 1836. Situated 28 
miles northwest of Boston, and with a growing population exceeding 100K, Lowell is the fourth largest municipality 
in Massachusetts. 

 

http://www.lowellma.gov/citycouncil/Pages/default.aspx 

Tuesday, 7
th

 October  
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Pick up at Hotel 7am  to go to  
 

Springfield- Full delegation  

1441 Main Street Springfield MA 

 

• Ann Burke Economic Development 

Council of Western MA  

• Paul Silva Valley Venture Mentors  

• Dawn Creighton Associated 

Industries of Massachusetts 

• Tourism Meetings (e.g. Golf 

Promotion) 

• Creative Economy Engagement 

Valley Venture Mentors  

Valley Venture Mentors (VVM) provides key support to the entrepreneurial ecosystem by uniting carefully selected 

startups together with high quality business mentors at structured monthly pitch and planning sessions. 

 

Valley Venture Mentors – Where Startups and Mentors Innovate. Valley Venture Mentors (VVM) provides key 

support to the entrepreneurial ecosystem by uniting carefully selected startups together with high quality business 

mentors at a structured monthly pitch and planning sessions. These events are oozing with innovation and 

excitement as entrepreneurs tell their story and then ask for help in addressing specific hurdles – all in crisp five – 

minute presentations. During the second part of the session, volunteer mentors gather with the entrepreneurs of 

their choice and begin to plan, create, and problem solve. 

Start-up flow comes from area colleges and universities, angel and venture groups, local communities, and 

entrepreneurial clusters in New York City, Boston, and Cambridge. These ventures emerge with solid go to market 

strategies, key connections, and the help they need to secure seed and secondary funding. 

With close to 50 startups applying for acceptance in its inaugural year, and with the support of over 100 mentor-

coaches, Valley Venture Mentors has established itself as the regional hub of entrepreneurialism and innovation 

 

http://www.valleyventurementors.org/ 

 Associated Industries of Massachusetts (AIM) improves your company's financial performance through a unique 

combination of lobbying, management and human-resource services that allow you to control the environment 

both inside and outside your business.  

AIM is a community of Massachusetts employers working together to improve the business climate and create 

economic opportunity by: 

• reducing the cost of health care, taxes, unemployment insurance and other business expenses; 
• shaping state and federal business regulation; and 
• ensuring a skilled and highly educated work force. 

AIM provides management and HR services that increase workforce productivity and improve the recruitment, 

retention and training of talented people. We keep members compliant with complex employment laws and 
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regulations so they avoid fines, lawsuits and adverse impacts to their reputations as employers. AIM also allows 

employers to access high-quality workers compensation and other insurance products. 

http://www.aimnet.org/ 

 Economic Development Council of Western MA (EDC) is a private, non profit corporation that is leading the 

region's economic development by helping businesses to expand, relocate and succeed in Western Massachusetts.  

By providing our services for no charge, we generate quick and simple solutions for many business needs while 

working for a stronger regional economy and the addition of high quality, local employment. 

Company Services 

The Western Massachusetts Economic Development Council ("EDC") is a full-service EDO that provides support for 

companies (and their representatives) that have, or are considering, investments in our region.  

We can help you in the following areas: 

• Real Estate Searches  
• Workforce  
• Manufacturing Supply Chain  
• Data and Demographics  
• Incentives and Financing  
• New Market Opportunities  
• Service Providers  
• Academic and R&D connections  
• Visitation Programs 

http://www.westernmassedc.com/ 

 Tourism Meetings (e.g. Golf Promotion) 

 Creative Economy Engagement 

Worcester, MA - Noon  

 

• Worcester State University 

• Becker College University 

• UMass Medical School 

• Mass Digi 

• Worcester Chamber of Commerce 

Worcester State University is a liberal arts and sciences university with a long tradition of academic excellence. Our 
students receive a variety of multi-disciplinary opportunities enabling them to explore their academic interests and 
prepare for their careers. Our students: 

 -Conduct innovative research and develop creative ideas with acclaimed faculty 
 -Engage in service learning and internships in the community 
 -Pursue study away opportunities in the U.S. and abroad 
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• Business Meeting 

• Political Representatives Meeting 

 

They prepare students to take on real-world challenges with portfolios that include critical thinking, teamwork, 
problem solving, communication, technology and global awareness skills. They are ready to succeed. 
Worcester State University offers more than 50 undergraduate majors and minors, 25 master’s degrees, and post-
baccalaureate and advanced graduate study certificates as well as real-time access to online, noncredit professional 
training. Our accreditation by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc. demonstrates that our 
liberal arts and sciences curriculum meets or exceeds its criteria for assessment of quality. 
 
http://www.worcester.edu/ 

 Becker College University 

Baccalaureate degree programs are offered on the College’s two distinctive campuses, located in Worcester and 
Leicester, Massachusetts. Both undergraduate and adult learning programs make Becker a place where students 
gain the experience they need to contribute to a global society and rise to the top of their chosen professions. 
 
The Leicester campus began as an academy in 1784 – the 19th oldest campus in the country. The Worcester campus 
was founded in 1887 by E.C.A. Becker. In 1974, Becker and Leicester partnered to expand academic offerings and 
provide broader social and recreational opportunities for their students. The two were formally consolidated in 
1977 as the Worcester campus and Leicester campus of Becker College. 
 
The mission of Becker College is to deliver to each student a transformational learning experience – anchored by 
academic excellence, social responsibility, and creative expression – that prepares graduates to thrive, contribute 
to, and lead in a global society. Today, our student body comprises more than 2,000 students annually, from across 
the country and around the world 
 
http://www.becker.edu/ 
 

 UMass Medical School 

The commonwealth’s first and only public academic health sciences center. The mission is to advance the health 
and well-being of the people of the commonwealth and the world through pioneering education, research and 
health care delivery with clinical partner UMass Memorial Health Care, the largest health care provider in Central 
Massachusetts. 

• UMMS was founded in 1962 to provide affordable, high-quality medical education to state residents and to 

increase the number of primary care physicians practicing in underserved areas of the state. 

• Consistently ranked by U.S.News & World Report as one of the leading medical schools in the nation for 
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primary care education. 

• Federal and private research grants and contracts exceeding $240 million in fiscal year 2013. 

• Enhancing health and science education, ensuring community health, building a diverse workforce and 

enriching lives through extensive community outreach. 

• Located in Worcester, Massachusetts, one of five University of Massachusetts campuses. 

The three UMMS graduate schools are the School of Medicine, the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences and the 
Graduate School of Nursing. 

• The School of Medicine is committed to training in the full range of medical disciplines, with an emphasis on 

practice in the primary care specialties, in the public sector and in underserved areas of Massachusetts. 

• Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences students receive a broad background in the basic medical sciences 

and are trained in their selected specialty area in preparation for research with direct relevance to human 

disease. 

• The Graduate School of Nursing offers master’s, post-master’s and doctoral degrees, providing high quality 

education to prepare registered professional and advanced practice nurses within nurse practitioner and 

nurse educator specialties and for faculty, research and other nursing leadership positions. 

UMMS is a world-class research institution, consistently producing noteworthy advances in clinical and basic 
research. 

• In 2006 the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to UMMS professor Craig C. Mello, PhD, and 

his colleague Andrew Fire, PhD, of Stanford University, for their discoveries related to RNA interference 

(RNAi), a cellular process that offers astounding potential for understanding and, ultimately treating, human 

disease. 

• Our research programs are central to the Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative, with major funding from 

the $1 billion Massachusetts Life Sciences Bill signed into law in 2008. 

• Our researchers have made pivotal advances in HIV, cancer, diabetes, infectious disease, and in 

understanding the molecular basis of disease. 

• Programs and centers include the RNA Therapeutics Institute, the Gene Therapy Center, Program in Gene 

Function and Expression, Systems Biology and Neurotherapeutics. 
 
http://www.umassmed.edu/ 
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 Mass Digi 

 Worcester Chamber of Commerce 

As the largest Chamber in New England, the Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to enhancing 
the region’s economic prosperity and the vitality of its business community. The mission of the Chamber is to 
support existing businesses and promote economic development in the Worcester region by being a bold, strong, 
articulate and effective advocate. The Chamber believes that a strong business community is a catalyst to a dynamic 
area in which to live. 

Worcester is governed by a Council-manager form of government with a popularly elected mayor. A city council acts 
as the legislative body, and the council-appointed manager handles the traditional day-to-day chief executive 
functions. 

City councillors can run as either a representative of a city district or as an at-large candidate. The winning at-large 
candidate who receives the greatest number of votes for mayor becomes the mayor (at large councilor candidates 
must ask to be removed from the ballot for mayor if they do not want to be listed on the mayoral ballot). As a 
result, voters must vote for their mayoral candidate twice, once as an at-large councilor, and once as the mayor. The 
mayor has no more authority than other city councilors, but is the ceremonial head of the city and chair of the city 
council. Currently, there are 11 councilors: 6 at-large and 5 district. 

https://www.worcesterchamber.org/ 

 Business Meeting 

 Political Representatives Meeting 

Wednesday, 8
th

 October 
 

 

Boston, MA 

• Irish International Immigration 

Centre 

• Irish Pastoral Centre 

Irish International Immigration Centre 

The Irish International Immigrant Center has supported Irish immigrants since 1989 and has grown into a 
multiservice center for people from 120 countries helping them find their place in our multicultural society. 
Promoting civic engagement and facilitating cultural integration, we work in the US and also in Ireland. Advocating 
for social change, our vision is one of an integrated society in which all people are treated with respect, dignity and 
enjoy equal opportunities and protections. 
http://www.iiicenter.org/ 

 Irish Pastoral Centre 
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The Irish Pastoral Centre (IPC) strives to assist Irish immigrants in varying capacities and facilitate their positive 
transition to life in America. Since 1987 we have been committed to serving the most vulnerable in our community 
in as culturally sensitive a manner as possible. It is staffed by Irish born persons and those with strong personal ties 
to Ireland. 

The Irish Pastoral Centre was founded in 1987 in response to a large increase in the number of Irish immigrants in 
the Greater Boston area. The IPC is a non-profit organization, and is funded in party by the Irish government in 
addition to donations from the Irish/Irish American Community. 

The IPC is run by a dedicated staff, Board of Trustees, and a supporting team of volunteers. The Centre strives to 
assist Irish Immigrants in varying capacities and facilitate their transition to life in America so that it may be a 
positive experience for them. 

http://ipcboston.org/ 

Boston, MA  

• Golden Bridges Showcase 

 

• Stephen Chute, representing Phyto-

Charter 

Manus Boyle / John Boyle  

Phyto-Charter is a Maine based partnership which includes the Eastport Port Authority, Ishofn Ltd and EJ Carrier Ltd. 

Killybegs Harbour is the port of choice for Phyto-Charter to enter the biomass supply chain for the Irish and UK 

markets. This is extremely significant, both in terms of the renewables heat and electricity objectives set out by EU 

2020 objectives, and also the potential for job creation in the region. John Boyle, Killybegs Stevedores, the Donegal 

partner, estimates that this project will create 18 jobs in the port and a further 20 jobs in transport of the wood chip 

from the port to the clients. The economic multiplier effect from this project will be significant; it will benefit hotels, 

B&Bs, fuel suppliers, and the general economy. 

https://www.lyit.ie/newsevents/name,5022,en.html 

Thursday, 9
th

 October 
 

 

Boston, MA  

• Golden Bridges  

 

- Business Breakfast Golden Bridges 

- Golden Bridges Economic/Business Seminar 

- Golden Bridges Awards Lunch 

Boston City Council – 

• Round Table Tourism and 

Boston City Council - is the Legislative body of the City, the City Council serves as the link between the citizens of 

Boston and their municipal government. Through the filing of legislation, the enactment of orders, ordinances, and 

resolutions, the Council actively represents the diverse interests of Bostonians while ensuring the efficient and cost 
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Enterprise 

 

effective delivery of services. The Council fulfills its obligation as the appropriating authority by analyzing 

appropriations and loan orders. 

 

http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil/ 

Irish Consul General, Boston 

• Presentations/Meeting with Irish 

Consul General and Irish 

Development Agencies 

Representatives 

Breandan O ‘Caollai 

Ard-Chonsal na hÉireann 

Ó Caollaí (pronounced O’Qualley) has served his country well in the headquarters of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT), including working in the Anglo-Irish Division (Northern Ireland), the Irish Aid/Development 
Cooperation Division, and Administration Division. He also has served in the consulate office in New York, was a 
DFAT press officer, served in the Irish embassies in Italy and London and has been a representative to the European 
Union (EU). 

But most of all, he’s “very happy to be a Dubliner” today, given Dublin’s recent victory in the All-Ireland Football 
Championship over Mayo (its 24th) by a point at Croke Park. Football, Irish style, is the coin of success in Ireland, 
and defines individuals like Ó Caollaí for its teamwork, discipline, and grit. 

“It is a great honor to be named Consul General of Ireland in Boston,” he said in an interview, noting priorities of 
economic welfare, jobs, tourism, assisting undocumented Irish workers, and the promotion of investments from 
Massachusetts companies in Ireland, and Irish corporate investments in the Bay State, to create a “win-win.” 

Friday, 10
th

 October 

Depart Hotel 7am TBC 

 

New Bedford, MA – DCC & LYIT 

• UMass, Dartmouth 

• New Bedford Port 

• Massachusetts Ports & 

Fishmarkets 

• Clean Technology Businesses 

 

UMass, Dartmouth 

UMass Dartmouth is one of five campuses of the University of Massachusetts System, which is governed by a 22-
member Board of Trustees with headquarters in Boston. The campus is led by Dr. Divina Grossman, who was 
elected by the Board of Trustees to succeed Chancellor Jean MacCormack, who served for 13 years. 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/ 

 New Bedford Port 

The Harbor is the city's greatest natural resource, economically and historically. Find out what makes our Harbor so 
special and the City so remarkable. You'll see all the agencies that keep the Port and City running. The Port 
stimulates investment and creates jobs; the recreational activities are just as robust as the commercial ones. The 
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Port of New Bedford is truly an authentic New England seaport that mixes work and play brilliantly! 
 
http://www.portofnewbedford.org/ 

 Massachusetts Ports - Massachusetts Port Authority  

Whether you are flying for business or pleasure, connecting with friends, family or clients, shipping products cross-

country or across the globe, or simply commuting to work each morning, Massport is here to serve you. 

Over the past decade, Massport and its transportation partners have invested more than $4 billion to improve and 
modernize our facilities and equip them with the latest time-saving and customer service amenities to give you a 
safe, comfortable and convenient travel experience whatever your transportation needs. 

 
https://www.massport.com/port-of-boston/ 

 Clean Technology Businesses 

 

Massachusetts Clean Energy Centre  

• Axum Teferra -ERNACT  

 

Massachusetts Clean Energy Centre  

MassCEC acts as a connector between established and startup clean energy companies, investors, strategic 
corporate partners and large energy users in Massachusetts. 

MassCEC supports local incubators, business accelerator competitions and other resources, job training, networking 
events and provides seed investments for technology companies. 

http://www.masscec.com/audience/clean-energy-industry  


