
 

 
    Conference Invitation 

 
Donegal County Council invites you to attend a celebration of the Hands of History Project on 

Tuesday 12
th

 November 2013 to mark the completion of this year long project.  The event will take 

place in the Regional Cultural Centre, Letterkenny from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  The Hands of History 

Project has been delivered by Donegal County Council under the auspices of the Donegal CDB 

Peace and Reconciliation Partnership.   

The conference aims to highlight and celebrate the achievements of the Hands of History Project 

through drama, photographic exhibits and visual displays. Guest speakers, facilitators, project 

participants and funders will give inputs about their experiences of the project and the impact of their 

activities on all involved.  The event will also include a facilitated discussion to take place around 

“Ethical Remembering: Policy and Practice” which will explore how individuals and groups in Donegal 

can progress the work of the project in coming years as the decade of commemoration continues and 

in commemorating other historic events of significance to the county, its Diaspora and beyond.  

Project Participants, those with an interest in using history in peace and reconciliation work and the 

public are invited to attend; we hope that you can join us for this event.  Please forward this email to 

others you think may be interested, everyone is welcome.  Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 

Hands of History Project this year, we hope you can make it to this final event to provide some 

feedback around the activities that you participated in.   

A full detailed programme of events is attached.  We would be delighted if you were in a position to 

join us for this event.  To book your place please RSVP by Tuesday 5
th
 November 2013 to Rachael 

Mc Crossan by e-mail at rmccrossan@donegalcoco.ie or on (074) 9172497.    

  

    
 

 

 

 
This project has been supported by the European Union’s European Regional Development Fund, 

through the EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation managed for the Special EU Programmes 
Body by Donegal County Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
    Conference Programme 
8.45 a.m.  Registration  

Tea/Coffee/Scones on arrival  

 

9.15 a.m. Welcome and Opening Address 

Councillor Dessie Larkin, Chair of Donegal CDB Peace and Reconciliation Partnership 

 

Project Overview 

Sarah Thompson, Hands of History Project Officer, Donegal County Council  

 

9.50 a.m. Sharing History in the Community 

  Judith McCarthy, Museum Curator, Donegal County Museum 

   Donna Quinn, Senior Executive Librarian, Donegal Library Service   

 

10.10 a.m. Sharing History in Schools 

  Catherine Mc Colgan, Training Officer, Peace and Reconciliation Group 

  Niamh Brennan, Archivist, Donegal County Council 

 

10.30 a.m.  Learning from History our Shared History and from other places 

  Case Study 1:  Remembrance, Reconciliation, Renaissance,  

    John Mc Carter, Fort Dunree/Inishowen Friends of Messines 

  Case Study 2:  The Balkans Shared History Programme  

    Mary Lynch, Director, Mediation Northern Ireland 

Both case studies will include reflections from participants on the study programmes. 

  

11.00 a.m. Using the Arts to explore our History   

Introduction to the drama “The Broken Covenant” by Jonathan Burgess, Blue Eagle 

Productions and a short performance from the play, and a discussion of how the play was 

received in Donegal 

 

11.30 a.m. Break for Tea/Coffee and light refreshments in Workshop 1 and 2 where outputs from the 

projects will be displayed. 

 

12 noon  Ethical Remembering:  Policy and Practice 

An examination of the importance of using history to advance peace and reconciliation work 

in Donegal and how this can be delivered in the county and beyond. 

 

Chaired by: Frank Galligan, Journalist 

    

Panellists: Maureen Hetherington, Ethical and Shared Remembering Project 

Councillor Dessie Larkin, Donegal County Council 

  Sally Bonnar, Donegal Education Centre 

  Fearghal O’Boyle, Hands of History Advisory Group  

  Cassie Riggs, Epilogues Facilitator   

    

1.30 p.m. Question and Answers 

 

1.45 p.m. Closing remarks   

    

2.00 p.m. Lunch in Workshop 1 and 2 with a final chance to view the project outputs and speak to those 

who delivered these.  Throughout the event, Donegal illustrator Philip Barrett will be 

compiling a graphic representation of the various presentations and Donegal County 

Council’s Hands of History Project. 

 

      
 

This project has been supported by the European Union’s European Regional Development Fund, through the EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation 

managed for the Special EU Programmes Body by Donegal County Council. 

 


